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colors that might be more harmonious with 
the model and the glass of the bottle. Even 
the sea material itself, which nowadays is 
mostly colored putty or modeling clay, can 
be varied. I have seen tinted resin, acrylics 
and even colored sand used with effect. 

Once the model is constructed and in the 
bottle, the positioning itself can be used to 
heighten the impression. A slight rise to the 
bow can suggest the feel of a lifting wave. A 
small list to the hull adds to the illusion of the 
wind blowing strongly on the sails. A bit 
more space before the ship rather than aft 
provides the vessel with “some place to go”. 

The final finishing touches to the model 
include the sealing of the bottle, perhaps a 
signature on the end or bottom or an identi¬ 
fying plaque, and a stand, if needed. These 
additions to the ship-in-a-bottie have the 
same relationship as a frame does to a paint¬ 
ing. If done properly they should be re¬ 
strained and should complement rather than 
overpower or detract from the model. 

The ship-in-bottle builder who works to 
combine the skills of the craftsman imagina¬ 
tively with the basic principles of composi¬ 
tion, color harmony, and contrast, will be 
able to create a piece of art enjoyed as much 
for its intrinsic beauty as for its nostalgic 
appeal. A static bottled ship will be trans¬ 
formed into one that is exciting and alive. 

Perhaps it is this challenge—to explore 
limits beyond those available to the original 
practitioners—that has helped to bring 
about the resurgent interest in this tradi¬ 
tional nautical art, If so, the modem ship-in- 
a-bottle can be considered a tribute to the 
tough, hardy men of the sea whose heritage 
it helps to preserve, =s 


Commander Don Hubbard is the author of 
Ships-In-Bottles: A Step-By-Step Guide To A 
Venerable Nautical Craft (McGraw-Hill, 1971). 
He is currently the president of the North Ameri¬ 
can Division, International Ship-ln-Bottles As¬ 
sociation. For information about this organiza¬ 
tion, please write to P. 0. Box 550, Coronado, 
CA 92218. 



Christopher Blossom Silent Sea Oil on board 211i"x28" 


Submarine] 

Marine art and ship models 
January 29-March 13,1983 

MARINE ART • SHIP MODELS 

for collectors and investors 

THE GALLERY DEPT. O MYSTIC, CT. 06355 DAILY 10-5:30 (20SJ536-968S 

MYSTIC SEAPORT MUSEUM STORES, INC. 



GIVE THEM THE 




The Commander 


The Commander 16" globe 
features parchment-like 
oceans, colorful cartouches 
and compass roses. Stands 
38" on a walnut-finished 
wood pedestal and metal 
base. Scaled 500 miles to the 
inch. Rotates and swings up 
and down for close-up view¬ 
ing. #716 $75.00 

The John Cabot 12” illumi¬ 
nated globe in raised relief. 
Combines superb detail and 
cartographic excellence on a 
decorative Duncan Phyfe 
pedestal. A distinguished ad¬ 
dition to anv home or office. 
#703 $275.00 
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Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/szxm0004 








